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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are: 1) to study the problem conditions and
development guidelines of Buddhist innovation for sustainable peace in the
community of Wat Prasat Sung; 2) to study the process of creating a Buddhist
innovation model for sustainable peace in the community of Wat Prasat Sung; and 3)
to apply the Buddhist innovation model for sustainable peace in the community of
Wat Prasat Sung.

This research employed a mixed-methods approach, collecting both
quantitative and qualitative data. The quantitative sample consisted of 152 people
living in the area surrounding Wat Prasat Sung, selected through stratified random
sampling. The qualitative sample included 20 participants selected through purposive
sampling, consisting of community representatives, community leaders, general
community members, volunteers, children and youth, disadvantaged groups, senior
community members, village health volunteer networks, Buddhist monks, and
representatives from related agencies. Research instruments included questionnaires,
in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and non-participant observation.
Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, while qualitative data were
analyzed through content analysis.

The research results found as the followings:

1. Problem conditions and development of Buddhist innovation for
sustainable peace found four major problem areas in the community of Wat Prasat
Sung: 1) Physical development, which included physical and mental health problems,

household debt, stress from household expenses, and health-risk behaviors; 2) Moral



development, which showed weaknesses in community rules and measures, a decline
in trust, verbal conflicts, and a lack of moral adherence; 3) Emotional development,
which included family tension, generational distance, and a lack of space for collective
consciousness; and 4) Intellectual development, which involved a lack of reasoning
skills, judging problems on behalf of others, and problem-solving that was not based
on shared rationality. Overall, the level of problems related to creating sustainable
peace in the community of Wat Prasat Sung was rated at the highest level (X = 4.54,
S.D. = 0.679). When considered sequentially, intellectual development had the highest
mean score.

2. The process of creating a Buddhist innovation model for sustainable
peace found that the process of developing a sustainable Buddhist peace innovation
model consisted of the following steps: 1. building understanding and participation,
which included (1.1) problem analysis, (1.2) building understanding, (1.3) building
cooperative networks, (1.4) development and action, and (1.5) assessment and
improvement; 2. driving activities through the cooperation of households, temples, and
local schools; 3. building a prototype model with leadership; and 4. jointly creating
rules and agreements. Activities promoting Buddhist innovation included physical
development (such as Buddhist health promotion activities, walking and running for
health, and living according to Buddhist principles); moral development (community
rule agreements, alcohol-free funerals, and observing religious precepts on important
days); emotional development (chanting, meditation practice, and family and youth
camps to promote family happiness); and intellectual development (joint learning,
patient care, volunteer activities, information filtering, and letting g¢o). The four key
approaches to creating Buddhist innovation were: 1) moral and ethical training; 2)
applying Buddhist principles to everyday life; 3) establishing community cooperation
networks; and 4) developing activities that promote mutual understanding and
appropriate models. This model integrated local rituals, traditions, and cultures with
Buddhist principles and used the temple as a central hub connecting households,
communities, schools, and related agencies. Overall, the model was rated at the
highest level (X = 4.60, S.D. = 0.613). When considered sequentially, intellectual
development again had the highest mean score.

3. Application of the Buddhist innovation model for sustainable peace
found that the practical application of the Buddhist innovation model for sustainable
peace in the community of Wat Prasat Sung focused on creating awareness and
understanding among community members, preparing personnel, budsgets, and

supporting resources through cooperation among temples, local agencies, schools, and



public health organizations, establishing clear indicators of success, conducting
participatory monitoring and evaluation, continuously improving development, and
expanding the impact to nearby communities by using the temple as a center for

driving continuous activities.

Keywords: Buddhist innovation, sustainable peace, community development,

participation
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